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eo the ounaing or Os ſame thing at diverſe times; ſo oft as 
we ſweare and ſubſcribe the ſame: thing; by ſo many oaths 
| andohligations are we bound unto. Gov, ie conſequently the 
rendering of our ſubſcription, is the renunceing of that indivi- 
duall band and obligation, although poſſibly by-another we 
may ſtand bound or ſworne. | 
3. Our voluntary renewing of our Covenant with God, 
caticth greater evidence of a free ſervice to God, then'if it 
had beene done by expreſſe commandement of authority : Be-. 
cauſe the power of God makeing his people fo willing,and the 
readineſle and fincerity of the people is ſo much th e ma- 
 nifeſt; like as the Loxp fiom heaven hath teſtified his accep- 
tance by the wonderfull workings of his Spirit in the hearts 
' bothof paſtors andpeople,to their great comfore and ſtrength= 
ning in every ducty, above any meaſure that ever hath beene 
heard of in this land ; And' therefore to give any token of. 
recalling the fame were unthankfully to miſregard the work of 
God, and to quite all the comforts and corroborations thatthe 
people of God have to their great joy experienced at this time. 
4. We have declaredbefore God and the world, that this 
out Covenant, as it now ſtandeth ſworne and ſubſcribed, is 
lawfull and neceffary, that it is done in obedience to the 
eommandement of God, conforme to the practiſe of the god- 
ly, and according to the laudab'c example of our religious pro- 
genitors, who by the like oath have obliged us to the ſubſtance. 
and tenor of this: And therefore if we ſhould now by rende- 
ring our Covenantundo._ that which we have done, we ſhould 
deny the commandement of God, condemne the examples 'in 
ſcripture, and the praQtiſes in this Kirk; and precondemne all 
kke commendable courſes tobe taken by poſterity in the like 
—_— | 
5. No Covenant inthings civile can be altered or fefcin- 
_ ded without conſent of the partics with whom-itis made ; Bur 
Our Covenant is a religious Covenant made-with Gop and 
. amongſt Our ſelves, and therefore can not be rendered with- 
out the expreſſe conſenr of the meaneft of all the ſubſcrib- 
ers; who juſtly for their comfort may crave of Vs all the bene- 
fite and performgnce thereof, | ET 
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| 6. There is to En that ſuch as affe& the prelats and 

moved to ſweare and ſubſcribe all the 

parts of this Covenant: As for inſtance, To labour by all mcanes 
to recover the former puritie and libertic ofthe Goſpel, as it was 
eſtabliſhed and profeſled, before the novationsalreadic introdu- * 
ced, or to declare thar they undoubtedly do believe, that the in- 
novations and evils contained in Our SA" 7" ip | 
and Proteſtations.are abjured in the Confcſhon of Faith, as other 
heads of Poperic expreſſely contained therein. , - 

7. Although all the points of the ſubſcribed Covenant weie 
ratifie&by a of Parliament,yet could we not render the fubſcri- 
bed Covenants: Becauſe as of Parliament are changeable,and of 
the _—_ __ civile io, Aid it is neceſlarie , that this 
Our Oath being a: religious and perpetuall obligation ſhould 
Rand in vigour y the pononns Gs  hablithing of wn" in 
Our owne time, and in the grneebons following. 

$. - All the world may juſtly wonder at Our inconſtancie, and 
Our enemies who in their inſolencie are readie to inſult upon Us 
at the leaſt occaſion, would. not ceaſe to mock at Us, and traduce 
Us as perjured Covenant-breakers, and troublers of the peace of 
the kirk and kingdome, without any neceſfarie cauſe, 7D; 

9. Although We do not compare the Scriptures of God with 


a written confeſſion of faith,yet as the rendering of ihe Bible was - 
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. truth contained therein: ſo the oedering of Our Confeſſion of 


faith, ſo ſolemnly (worn and ſubſcribed, for ſtaying the courſe of 
defeftion, and for barring of poperie: and all other corruptions 
ef religion, could be interpreted tobe no.lefle, then a reall de- 
nyall of Our Faith before- men, in a timt when God calleth 
for the Confeſſion thereof. De OE OR Lk 
10. Maby fair protniſes haye beene made, for not ur; 
of articles alrcady concluded, and for not troubling us wi 
any further novations, which being believed, have cnfnared 
many: and drawne them. on to doe that which otherwiſe they 
would not have 'done, all which promiſes have becne brokem 
and denyed, when the performance was craved: And why thall 
We not expe the like in this caſe, eſpecially where the chal- 
lenge will be foynd to bore hard and Gificile, | 
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GOD. 2. They wrong the who threaten hs good Pubete wich 
his wrath , for covenants God, in defence of religion and of 
, bu Majeſties Perſon Authoritie. 3. It were mare righteous 
with GOD to ture bis Mojeſties Heart and Hand ag wh way 
dealing thus dechatfully in bis Covenant. 

w, 3. If this be nor granted. his Majeſtic will grant neither 
Aſemblie nor P arliament for eftabliſhing Religion, and ſerling 
the peace of the kirk and kingdome. 
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0b. 4. The end of themaking of 6ur Covenant wis, that We 
might be delivered from the jnnovations of religion, which being 
obreined, our Covenant ſbould ceafe,as having no further uſe. 
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